
“Educating the mind without educating 

the heart is no education at all.” 
Aristotle 

 

     

 

 

 

Reflections on an Excellent School Year 

Dear Loker School Community,         

It is really hard to believe that today is June 16th and there are only four days remaining. I am very 

impressed with the character and work ethic of the Loker students. On a daily basis, it is incredibly 

impressive to observe the numerous acts of kindness that the children demonstrate towards each other 

and the Loker faculty. They have truly represented our school’s core values PRIDE (Personal Best, 

Respect, Integrity, Determination and Enthusiasm) in an exemplary manner. I also want to thank the staff 

members of Loker School for their dedication, strong work ethic and attention to individual students. I 

continue to feel privileged to work with, not only our terrific students and families, but our excellent and 

reflective educational practitioners who are committed to the academic, social and emotional development 

of the students. 

Likewise, I want to recognize the Class of 2017. Between numerous service learning projects such as 

Buddy Dog and Buzz Off for Cancer, leadership projects such as working with preschool students at The 

Children’s Way in creating a school partnership quilt, Team PRIDE skits in supporting our school core 

values, PRIDE, the “post-it kindness project” and modeling how to be kind and respectful to others, the 

fifth grade students have left a very powerful legacy. The Class of 2017 will be remembered as excellent 

role models for the younger students. I wish them the best as they enter Wayland Middle School. They 

are certainly ready for this next step in their educational experience. 

I am also grateful to all of the parent volunteers in the classrooms and those who have worked tirelessly 

on the PTO in organizing such terrific events as our Loker Ice Cream Socials/Picnics, Loker Movie Nights, 

Multicultural Dinner, Cultural Enrichment Performances, Book Fairs, Principal Coffees, Staff Appreciation 

Week and Lunches and the Backpack Auction. I also want to acknowledge our PTO Administration, 

President Daria Greeley, Vice President Nina Ching and Treasurer Pam Cerne for their relentless support 

of our school community. The PTO has funded many educational resources this year including our 

flourishing school garden. Please see picture below. The Loker School faculty and I are extremely grateful 

for all of your support. We simply could do not do what we do as educators without your partnership!  
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Looking ahead to next week, Move Along Day for all students will take place on Tuesday, June 20th from 

10:30am-11:00am. Within this day, students will get an opportunity to meet next year’s teacher, see next 

year’s classmates and visit their future classroom. You will also receive a packet in your child’s backpack 

with all of the pertinent information regarding your child’s future classroom including a class list and 

teacher letter. Similarly, we will also have the fifth grade “clap-out” at 1:35pm on Wednesday, June 21st 

which is our final day of the school year. 

I hope that you have a great summer!  As always, I welcome your feedback so please do not hesitate to 

contact me at Brian_Jones@wayland.k12.ma.us or at (508) 358-8603. I look forward to seeing you in the 

fall! For those families moving onto Wayland Middle School, we will miss you and please come visit! You 

are always welcome as part of Team Loker! 

 

Sincerely, 

Brian Jones 

Loker School Principal 

  

mailto:Brian_Jones@wayland.k12.ma.us


 

 

SECTION 2 

NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS: 

Art room News:  
  

5th graders are ending the year on a project and material of 
choice. Students have had three class periods to work on 

painting, sculpting, drawing, etc.  

 
4th graders wrapped up their animal 
watercolors and then designed t-shirts for 
field day. 
 
3rd grade students looked at the Jackson 
Pollock's action paintings in order to learn a 
little about this technique they enjoy so 
much. They saw a 3minute video on 
Jackson Pollock's work and the process of 
creating the painting on a canvas that is 
placed on the ground.  
 
First and second grade students worked 
on making a copy of a master artist's work 
in collaboration with researching the artist 
during Library.  

 
Kindergarteners focused on movement in their artwork. They viewed works by artist Keith Haring and 
made a pipe cleaner person to help them manipulate and draw figures in action.   

 

Lastly, I'd like to thank the students, families, faculty, staff and Brian for the incredible support and 
encouragement of the arts the past two years. I appreciate having had the opportunity to be part of the 
Loker community. 
 



   

 

 

BITS & BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

 
Grade 1: 

Students learned what Binary Code is and how it is a series of on and off or 1 and 0’s.  We used this 

information to make binary bracelets using the first letter of their name in binary code. We have 

also reviewed our year looking back at all we have learned and what were some of our favorite 

lessons.  

Grade 2: 

Grade 2 students also got a chance to learn about 

Binary Code and that all computers use it.  We created 

binary bracelets using the first letter of their name in 

binary code. We have also reviewed our year looking 

back at all we have learned and what were some of our 

favorite lessons.  

 

Grade 3:  

Students learned about animation and that it takes a 

lot of frames to create a story.  They created 

animated stories with up to 100 frames using 

ABCYa’s Animate. 
 

Grade 4:  

 4th grade students finished their Animal Habitat projects using 

ChatterPix.  They are ready to tell you all about their animal and facts that 

they learned! 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 5:  

Grade 5 students have been busy working with Google Draw for their 

Biography projects. Students also learned all about QR Codes, how to 

create one and how to incorporate one into their Biography projects, 

providing more information in a unique way!  

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 

 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarten – Kindergarten students continue to work on identifying beat vs. rhythm and have learned 

many songs and games to aid this concept.  We are also working on listening skills and identifying 

classroom instruments and different voices through games like Instrument Box.     

1st Grade - First graders are working on saying and playing a variety of rhythmic pattern.  Their rhythm 

has improved tremendously this year, along with their pitch matching abilities!   

2nd Grade – Second graders are beginning to learn about instruments of the orchestra, since they will 

have the option to play a string instrument in 3rd grade!  They are so excited for this new experience, 

along with playing the recorder!   

3rd Grade - Third graders are becoming extremely fluent with their note reading and their tone on 

recorders has improved so much!  We continue to learn new songs in preparation for our recorder 

concert, which will take place in the fall of next year!  

4th Grade - Fourth graders have been working on saying and playing a variety of rhythmic patterns, 

including sixteenth notes.  They also learned a group folk dance called Sasha which they really enjoyed!  

These students are definitely ready to step into the leadership role of fifth grade, and I look forward to 

working with them on the play next year!  

5th Grade - Fifth graders had an incredible performance of Joust! at the end of May!  They showed 

incredible dedication, enthusiasm and leadership- I could not be more proud of them!  The fifth grade 

class will surely be missed next year!  

3rd Grade Strings – 3rd Grade Strings had two incredible performances at Spring String Thing and at our 

in school performance.  These students have grown so much this year and I am so proud of them!  They 

went from not knowing how to even hold an instrument to playing a variety of songs with ease all over the 

course of one year.  I cannot wait to see where they take these skills in the future!   

 
 
 
 
Attention Loker Band Players: 
 
Registration is now open for 4th and 5th grade 2017-2018 band.  To register, please visit the band 
website at waylandelementaryband.weebly.com 
 
 
We hope to see you in the band! 
 

 
 

http://waylandelementaryband.weebly.com/


 
 
 
 
 
Attention Loker String Players: 
 
The end of the year is just about here!  A few quick things: 
 
- If you haven't yet registered for next year, please take a moment to do so. 
 

CLICK HERE to register for next year's 4th or 5th grade strings 
 

CLICK HERE to register for next year's 6th grade strings 
 
 

- If you need to return your instrument for the summer, and you rent from Johnson String Instrument, they 
will be picking up returns on June 23rd.  Please do the following on TUESDAY or WEDNESDAY of next 
week, but not before: 

 CLEARLY LABEL your case with your child's name, parent's name (if last name different), and 
the word "RETURN" (maybe tape a big sign to the case -- be sure it is secure!),  Be sure to take 
out any items you have purchased, such as shoulder rest, cleaning cloth, music stand, etc.     

 Leave the instrument neatly on or next to the large table in THE STRINGS CLASSROOM 
(ROOM 21). 

Please do not leave the instrument before Tuesday, as classes will still be using the room.   
Please be sure to follow the above instructions.  If the case is not labeled or the instrument is left 
somewhere else, it will not be picked up. 
 
- If you rent from another company and need to return the instrument, please contact that company for 
instrument return information. 
 
 
We'd like to thank you for joining our string family -- it's a joy to make music with you.  We hope you have 
a wonderful summer! 
 
Please feel free to contact us with any questions. 
Sincerely, 
Whitney Tandon & Kim Davis 
  

https://sites.google.com/a/wayland.k12.ma.us/wayland-strings/elementary-strings/sign-up-forms
https://docs.google.com/a/wayland.k12.ma.us/forms/d/19HZr904oXGyxHitQaP8N_FgikkJpF6VESCQ4ghNHP5A/edit


 

 

 

 

Thank you to students, teachers and volunteers for an amazing year in the library!   

In late May, Pam Mcuen from the Wayland Public library visited library classes to share the 

importance of reading throughout the summer.   She also spoke about the many exciting and 

engaging programs available at public libraries through the summer.     Public libraries are an 

excellent resource to keep students reading in the summer months.    

Wondering what your child may like to read?   Check out the Loker Library website for links to 

reading suggestions.    

All books are now due back at the Library!   Thank you for returning all your books so that our 

collection will remain strong.   If you have a question about an overdue notice you may have received, 

please get in touch with me at Susan_allen@wayland.k12.ma.us.  Thank you for your support! 

 

KINDERGARTEN  

Kindergarten students covered a range of topics in the past month including: friendship, gardening 

and most recently Flag Day!    Their library skills have grown over the school year and they are more 

confident in independently selecting library material.   

FIRST GRADE 

First Grade students also explored gardening and brainstormed about what they would plant in their 

garden as well as  what plants and flowers need to stay healthy.   We also explored maps and globes 

and worked to find our own place on the map!    

 

 

 

 

mailto:Susan_allen@wayland.k12.ma.us


SECOND GRADE 

Second Grade students continued working on their Artist Projects.   Each student recreated a piece 

of work from a famous artist and completed research including:  Time period, interesting facts, and 

a question they would have liked to ask the artist.    

 

 
 

THIRD GRADE 

Third grade students finished up their mythology research projects and continued to build their 

research skills.   

FOURTH GRADE 

Fourth Grade wrapped up their Animal Adaptation research and began informally presenting their 

projects.    

FIFTH GRADE 

Fifth grade completed their biography project and also created inspirational signs based on the 

book 365 Days of Wonder.  Several students also assisted with library tasks such as sorting and 

shelving books.    

 

 

                            

 

There were close to 7,500 

Circulations in our Library this year!   

This would not have possible without 

our team of dedicated volunteers. 

 

 



 

Library Snapshots: 

 

  
 

 

 



 

 
SECTION 3:  Health Room News- June 2017 
 

                                                                  
 

THANK YOU to the PTO, parents, and all of the Loker staff for your help and support this year. It has been 

a pleasure working with your children and sharing in their elementary journey. The 5th graders have had 

an amazing year.  They will be missed! 

 How can I make sure that my child is protected with sun screen and/or insect repellent? 

Parents are responsible for applying sun screen and/or insect repellent on elementary school children. Staff are not 

permitted to apply sun screen and/or insect repellent on students. Exceptions are made for students with a medical 

diagnosis that requires application before outdoor activity. A physician's order with parent permission must be on 

file for the school nurse to apply the product. 

ALL medications (prescription and/or over the counter) need to be picked up the last day of school (June 21, 2017), 

by a parent or designated adult.  Medications not picked up will be discarded. 

Medication Reminders for September: 
New medication orders (prescription and/or over the counter) are required for each academic school year, and will 
be necessary for the start of school, September 2017. These orders need to be signed by BOTH a parent and licensed 
prescriber. Forms will be sent home with (Epi-Pen/Albuterol in the office) or can be downloaded from the School 
web page under “For Families/Health Services/Health Info & Forms”. Orders can be faxed to the school at 508-650-
4007 attn: Jennifer McLeod, RN in September.  
 
ATTENTION 4th grade parent(s): 
Please submit your child’s most up-to-date physical (dated Aug 16-Aug 17). An updated physical is REQUIRED on all 

students before entering 4th grade in September as per MDPH regulations.  

Additional summer information: 
Please read information about tick borne and mosquito borne diseases: Lyme, West Nile, Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis (EEE), and ticks on the Massachusetts Department of Public Health webpage at   www.mass.gov./dph 
search health topics A-Z or www.cdc and search topic. 
 
As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns about your child.  
 
Have a great summer! Relax, refresh….. see you in September  

Jennifer McLeod, RN 

 

 

http://www.mass.gov./dph
http://www.cdc/


SECTION 4:        

LOKER PTO: 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

I'm Nina Ching, the current Loker PTO Vice-President and next year's President.  I am looking for a Vice 

President who wants to learn about the PTO, what it does for the school and how it gets done.  I work 

full-time but have a flexible schedule and have found the position manageable thanks to a fantastic 

group of fellow PTO members and an amazing President. I will do my best to fill her shoes. I have found 

the experience to be rewarding and very informative and have learned first-hand about issues that 

directly affect our children and school.  My second-grader has flourished at Loker and I know it is 

thanks to the amazing administrators, faculty, staff, parents and PTO.  I have been told that I am easy-

going and work well with others.  If you think you might be interested in being the Loker PTO Vice-

President next year, please don't hesitate to contact me at ninapc@gmail.com.  Please feel free to contact 

me with any questions.  Thanks! 

 

mailto:ninapc@gmail.com

